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Tyre Nichols case revives calls for change in police culture 


By Aaron Morrison, Claudia 
Lauer ad Adrian Sainz 
Associated Press 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — An 
unarmed Black man dies 
after a videotaped beat- 
ing by police. The officers 
involved are fired. After 
a thorough review of the 
evidence, criminal charges 
are swiftly filed against the 
offending officers. 
Investigation, accountabil- 
ity and charges. 
This is often the most Black 
citizens can hope for as 
the deaths continue. Na- 
tionwide, police have killed 
roughly three people per 
day consistently since 2020, 
according 
to 
academ- 
ics and advocates for po- 
lice reform who track such 
deaths. 
Tyre Nichols’ fatal encoun- 
ter with police officers in 


Memphis, Tennessee, re- 
corded in video made 
public Friday night, is a glar- 
ing reminder that efforts to 
reform policing have failed 
to prevent more flashpoints 
in an intractable epidemic 
of brutality. 
Nearly 32 years ago, Rod- 
ney King’s savage beating 
by police in Los Angeles 
prompted heartfelt calls 
for change. They’ve been 
repeated in a ceaseless 
rhythm ever since, punc- 
tuated by the deaths of 
Amadou Diallo in New 
York, Oscar Grant in Oak- 
land, California, Michael 
Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, 
and so many others. 
George Floyd’s murder in 
Minneapolis in 2020 was so 
agonizing to watch, it sum- 
moned a national reckon- 
ing that featured infederal 


legislation proposed in his 
name and shows of soli- 
darity by corporations and 
sports leagues. All fell short 
of the shift in law enforce- 
ment culture Black people 
in America have called for 
— a culture that promotes 
freedom from fear, trust in 
police and mutual respect. 
The five Black officers are 
now fired and charged with 
murder and other crimes in 
the Jan. 10 death of Nich- 
ols, a 29-year-old skate- 
boarder, FedEx worker and 
father to a 4-year-old boy. 
From police brass and the 
district attorney’s office to 
the White House, officials 
said Nichols’ killing points to 
a need for bolder reforms 
that go beyond simply di- 
versifying the ranks, chang- 
ing use-of-force rules and 
encouraging citizens to file 


complaints. 
President Joe Biden joined 
national civil rights leaders 
in similar calls to action. 
But 
Memphis, 
whose 
628,000 residents celebrate 
barbecue and blues mu- 
sic and lament being the 
place where the Rev. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. was as- 
sassinated, has seen this 
before. The city took steps 
advocates called for in a 
De-escalation 
training 
is 
now required. Officers are 
told to limit uses of force, 
exhaust 
all 
alternatives 
before resorting to deadly 
force and report all uses of 
force. Tennessee also took 
action: State law now re- 
quires officers to intervene 
to stop abuse and report 
excessive force by their 
colleagues. 
Showing unusual transpar- 
ency for a police depart- 
ment, the MPD now pub- 
lishes 
accountability 
re- 
ports that include the race 
of people subjected to use 
of force each year. They 
show Black men and wom- 
en were overwhelmingly 
targeted for rougher treat- 
ment in 2019, 2020 and 
2021. They were subject to 
nearly 86% of the recorded 
uses of guns, batons, pep- 
per spray, physical beat- 
ings and other force in 
2021, the total nearly dou- 
bling that year to 1,700 
cases. 
Seven uses of force by 
Memphis police ended in 
death during these three 
years. 
“I don’t know how much 
more 
cumulative 
Black 
death 
our 
community 


should have to pay to 
convince elected officials 
that the policing system 
isn’t broken — it’s work- 
ing exactly as it was de- 
signed to, at the expense 
of Black life,” said Ash-Lee 
Woodard Henderson, co- 
executive director of the 
Highlander Research and 
Education Center, a Ten- 
nessee-based civil rights 
leadership training school. 
The Nichols case — just 
one of the brutality cases 
to make national news this 
month — exposes an un- 
comfortable truth: More 
than two years since the 
deaths of Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor and Rayshard Brooks 
touched off protests, polic- 
ing reforms have not sig- 
nificantly reduced such kill- 
ings. 
States 
approved 
nearly 
300 police reform bills after 
Floyd’s murder, creating 
civilian oversight of police, 
more 
anti-bias 
training, 
stricter use-of-force limits 
and alternatives to arrests 
in cases involving people 
with mental illnesses, ac- 
cording to a recent analy- 
sis by the Howard Center 
for Investigative Journalism 
at the University of Mary- 
land. 
Despite calls to “defund 
the police,” an Associated 
Press review of police fund- 
ing nationwide found only 
modest cuts, driven largely 
by shrinking revenue relat- 
ed to the coronavirus pan- 
demic. Budgets increased 
and more officers were 
hired for some large de- 
partments, including New 
York City’s.q 


Members of the Memphis Police Department work a crime 
scene in Memphis, Tenn., Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2023. Police video of 
the deadly beating of Tyre Nichols by officers in Memphis, Tenn. 
is hard to watch. The images are a glaring reminder of repeated 
failures of efforts to prevent such flashpoints of police brutality. 
(AP Photo/Gerald Herbert) 
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Experts urge better opioid rescue drug access to save lives 


By GEOFF MULVIHILL and 
SHARON JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, Ga. (AP) — Jes- 
sie Blanchard started small 
nearly five years ago, just 
trying to get enough of the 
rescue drug naloxone that 
reverses opioid overdoses 
to keep her daughter from 
dying from an overdose. 
She 
pleaded 
with 
col- 
leagues at the college 
where she’s an adjunct 
teacher in Albany, Geor- 
gia, to use their prescription 
benefits to get two doses 
every six months. 
Now she loads her Jeep 
every week and heads 
out with a few other volun- 
teers to bring the antidote 
— commonly known by its 
brand name Narcan — to 
hundreds of others in the 
town of 70,000. 
At parking lots and inter- 
sections she also supplies 
clean needles, fentanyl test 
strips and a nonjudgmental 
sounding board — an ef- 
fort now partly funded by a 
state government grant. At 
least nine times in Decem- 
ber alone, Blanchard said, 
rescue drugs she provided 
were used to reverse over- 
doses. 
“I’ve got story-after-story, 
story-after-story of people 
coming up to me,” said 
Blanchard, a nurse whose 
organization is called 229 
Safer Living Access, a ref- 
erence to the Albany area 
code the group’s work 
covers. “They say, ‘Miss Jes- 
sie, they had to Narcan me 
the other day and I’d have 
died if it wasn’t for you.’” 
Naloxone, available as a 
nasal spray and in an inject- 
able form, is a key tool in 
the battle against a nation- 
wide overdose crisis linked 
to the deaths of more than 
100,000 people annually 
in the U.S. State and fed- 
eral policy changes have 
removed some major ob- 
stacles to getting it into the 
hands of police, firefighters, 
people who use drugs and 
their loved ones. But it’s still 
often frustratingly inacces- 
sible in the moments when 
overdoses happen. 
Stephen Murray, an over- 
dose survivor and former 
paramedic who research- 
es overdoses at Boston 
Medical Center, is so com- 


mitted to naloxone access 
that he proclaims it on his 
personalized license plate: 
NARCAN. 
“My vision for it is to be in 
every 24-hour gas station in 
the state, free or 25 cents a 
dose,” he said. “It’ll be be- 
tween the Tylenol and the 
condoms. ... It has to be just 
as easy as buying heroin, 
basically.” 
There’s 
more 
naloxone 
than ever thanks to fed- 
eral and state policies, and 
groups like Blanchard’s that 
distribute it in their commu- 
nities. It’s available free in 
old 
newspaper 
vending 
boxes in Michigan, which 
now hold naloxone kits, 
and in a vending machine 
in Philadelphia. One group, 
NEXT Distro, mails it nation- 
wide for free. But Murray’s 
vision is not close to being 
realized in most places. 
An influx of money is on the 
way, intended to help deal 
with the national overdose 
crisis that killed 107,000 
people in 2021 — the high- 
est tally ever — most in- 
volving fentanyl and other 
powerful illicit synthetic opi- 
oids. 
Drug makers, distribution 
companies and pharma- 
cies have settled lawsuits 
with state and local gov- 
ernments, 
and 
the 
first 
funding totaling more than 
$50 billion is going out. Most 
of it must be used to ad- 
dress the opioid epidemic, 
though exactly how will be 


up to governments receiv- 
ing the money. Some settle- 
ments are being delivered 
partly in doses of naloxone. 
In a 2021 report, public 
health experts convened 
by 
the 
Johns 
Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Pub- 
lic Health listed expanding 
naloxone access as the 
first strategy for using set- 
tlement funds, noting that 
40% of overdose deaths 
happen when someone 
else is present and possibly 
able to administer the life- 
saving drug. 
As with other harm-reduc- 
tion strategies, there’s been 
pushback from those who 
believe making naloxone 
available 
enables 
drug 
use. But Jeff Breedlove, 
policy chief for the Georgia 
Council for Recovery, said 
he no longer sees that as 
much of an issue. 
Instead, he said, funding 
and distribution programs 
remain 
spotty 
because 
they don’t have enough 
support from government 
and private groups such as 
chambers of commerce. 
“Until they treat it like an 
epidemic,” Breedlove said, 
“we will continue to have 
more and more funerals.” 
Since 2016, the federal 
government has allowed 
and encouraged federal 
funds to be used to buy 
naloxone. 
Officials in every state have 
given standing orders to 
pharmacies allowing peo- 


ple to buy it, even without 
prescriptions. 
That’s a major factor for the 
massive increase in how 
much has been distributed 
through retail pharmacies. 
A report by the American 
Medical Association and 
IQVIA Institute for Human 
Data Science found there 
were just over 1,000 orders 
filled in 2012. By 2021, it was 
nearly 1.2 million. 
But not all pharmacies car- 
ry it. And it comes at a cost: 
For those without insur- 
ance coverage, it can be 
around $50 for two doses. 
The U.S. Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration is considering 
allowing some forms of nal- 
oxone to be sold over-the- 
counter without a prescrip- 
tion, a move that could 
lower the cost. 
Randy Anderson, who is in 
recovery himself and works 
as a recovery consultant, 
said he’s handed out some 
100,000 doses of naloxone 
in Minnesota. He believes 
from his time using drugs 
that pharmacy availability 
doesn’t do much to help 
people who need it most. 
“There was no way I would 
spend $10 for something to 
save my life when I needed 
that money to buy drugs,” 
he said. 
Aside from cost, there are 
other barriers to getting 
naloxone to drug users. 
In Alabama, for instance, 
a pharmacist, physician or 
public health nurse must be 


involved in the distribution. 
But the state does have a 
program to mail the an- 
tidote to anyone who re- 
quests it. 
Maya Doe-Simkins, a co-di- 
rector of Remedy Alliance/ 
For 
The 
People, 
which 
helps provide naloxone to 
groups working to prevent 
overdose deaths, said pro- 
grams don’t always priori- 
tize getting the antidote to 
people who use drugs. 
“If they’re not matched up 
and directed where they 
should be, we’re going to 
see more and more nalox- 
one sitting on the shelves of 
church basements, expir- 
ing,” she said. 
Colin Dwyer, a former social 
entrepreneur-in-residence 
at the Stanford School of 
Business, founded the Over- 
dose Crisis Response Fund 
to try to boost small distribu- 
tion efforts across the coun- 
try, including Blanchard’s in 
Albany. 
One of his grantees, Talia 
Rogers, distributes nalox- 
one and other supplies in 
Kirksville, Missouri, through 
a one-person operation, 
Show Me Harm Reduction, 
which she initially funded 
with 
money 
she 
made 
working as a nanny. 
She’s now a consultant for 
the Missouri Institute of Men- 
tal Health and gets nalox- 
one through the state’s use 
of a federal grant. 
“If they’re not getting Nar- 
can or naloxone through 
me, they’re not getting it,” 
Rogers said. 
Ron Stewart, an emergen- 
cy preparedness planner 
for Adair County, which in- 
cludes Kirksville, said it pro- 
vides naloxone only to first 
responders now, but he’s 
hopeful a state program 
will soon make it available 
to the public, too. 
In Albany, Blanchard gets 
naloxone through Georgia 
Opioid Prevention, which 
receives a state grant. 
In 2022, she handed out 
more than 1,800 doses — 
far more than the public 
health district for South- 
west Georgia, which gave 
out 280 doses to people 
who showed up at health 
department 
offices 
in 
an isolated corner of Al- 
bany and to community 
organizations.q 


Jessie Blanchard's jeep bumper holds a sticker with the slogan "Yes We Narcan" on Monday, Jan. 
23, 2023, in Albany, Ga. 
(AP Photo/Brynn Anderson) 
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DEA Mexico chief quietly ousted over ties to drug lawyers 


By 
JOSHUA 
GOODMAN 
and JIM MUSTIAN 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — The U.S. Drug 
Enforcement 
Administra- 
tion quietly ousted its for- 
mer top official in Mexico 


last year over improper 
contact with lawyers for 
narcotraffickers, an embar- 
rassing end to a brief ten- 
ure marked by deteriorat- 
ing cooperation between 
the countries and a record 


flow of cocaine, heroin and 
fentanyl across the border. 
Nicholas Palmeri’s social- 
izing and vacationing with 
Miami drug lawyers, de- 
tailed in confidential re- 
cords viewed by The As- 
sociated Press, brought his 
ultimate downfall follow- 
ing just a 14-month stint as 
DEA’s 
powerful 
regional 
director supervising dozens 
of agents across Mexico, 
Central America and Can- 
ada. But separate internal 
probes raised other red 
flags, including complaints 
of lax handling of the coro- 
navirus 
pandemic 
that 
resulted in two sickened 
agents having to be airlift- 
ed out of the country. And 
another disclosed this past 
week found Palmeri ap- 
proved use of drug-fighting 
funds for inappropriate pur- 
poses and sought to be re- 
imbursed to pay for his own 
birthday party. 
“The post of regional di- 
rector in Mexico is the most 
important one in DEA’s for- 


eign operations, and when 
something like this hap- 
pens, it’s disruptive,” said 
Mike Vigil, the DEA’s former 
chief of international op- 
erations. 
“It’s even more critical 
because of the deteriorat- 
ing situation with Mexico,” 
added Phil Jordan, a for- 
mer director of the DEA’s 
El Paso Intelligence Cen- 
ter. “If we don’t have a 
strong regional director or 
agent in charge there, it 
works against the agen- 
cy’s overall operations be- 
cause everything transits 
through Mexico, whether 
it’s coming from Colombia 
or the fentanyl that flows 
in through China. It cannot 
be taken lightly.” 
Palmeri’s case adds to a 
growing litany of miscon- 
duct roiling the nation’s 
premier narcotics law en- 
forcement agency at a 
time when its sprawling 
foreign operations — span- 
ning 69 countries — are 
under scrutiny from an ex- 


ternal review ordered by 
DEA 
Administrator 
Anne 
Milgram. 
That review came in re- 
sponse to the case of Jose 
Irizarry, a disgraced former 
agent now serving a 12-year 
federal prison sentence af- 
ter confessing to launder- 
ing money for Colombian 
drug cartels and skimming 
millions from seizures to 
fund an international joy- 
ride of jet-setting, parties 
and prostitutes. Palmeri’s is 
the second case in recent 
months to shine a light on 
the often-cozy interactions 
between DEA officials and 
Miami attorneys represent- 
ing some of Latin America’s 
biggest 
narcotraffickers 
and 
money 
launderers. 
Last year, federal prosecu- 
tors charged a DEA agent 
and a former supervisor 
with leaking confidential 
law enforcement informa- 
tion to two unnamed Mi- 
ami defense attorneys in 
exchange for $70,000 in 
cash.q 


This portion of a photo posted on Twitter by the DEA's New York 
division on Aug 30, 2019 shows Nicholas Palmeri. 


Should federal grants favor highway repair over expansion? 


By JEFF McMURRAY 
Associated Press 
Arizona officials refer to 
a notoriously congested 
stretch of desert highway 
through tribal land as the 
Wild Horse Pass Corridor, a 
label that’s less about hors- 
es than the bustling casino 
by the same name located 
just north of where the in- 
terstate constricts to four 
lanes. 
With the Gila River Indian 
Community’s backing, the 
state allocated or raised 
about $600 million of a 
nearly $1 billion plan that 
would widen the most bot- 
tleneck-inducing, 
26-mile 
section of I-10 on the route 
between Phoenix and Tuc- 
son. 
But its bid for federal grant 
money under the new in- 
frastructure law to finish 
the job fell short, leaving 
some advocates for road 
construction accusing the 
Biden administration of de- 
valuing those projects to 
focus on repairs and mass 
transit. 
“Upset would be the right 
terminology,” Casa Grande 
Mayor 
Craig 
McFarland 


said of his reaction when 
he learned the project 
won’t receive one of the 
law’s first Mega Grants the 
U.S. Department of Trans- 
portation will announce this 
week. “We thought we had 
done a good job putting 
the proposal together. We 
thought we had checked 
all the boxes.” 
The historic federal invest- 
ment in infrastructure has 
reenergized dormant trans- 
portation projects, but the 
debate over how to priori- 
tize them has only intensi- 
fied in the 14 months since 
President Joe Biden signed 
the measure. 
The law follows decades 
of neglect in maintaining 
the nation’s roads, bridges, 
water systems and airports. 
Research by Yale Univer- 
sity economist Ray Fair es- 
timates a sharp decline in 
U.S. infrastructure invest- 
ment has caused a $5.2 
trillion shortfall. The entire 
law totals $1 trillion, and it 
seeks to not only remedy 
that dangerous backlog 
of projects but also build 
out 
broadband 
internet 
nationwide 
and 
protect 


against damage caused 
by climate change. 
Some of the money, how- 
ever, has gone to new high- 
way construction — much 
of it from the nearly 30% 
increases Arizona and most 
other states are receiving 
over the next five years in 
the formula funding they 
can use to prioritize their 
own transportation needs. 
For specific projects, many 
of 
the 
biggest 
awards 
available under the law 
are through various highly 
competitive 
grants. 
The 
Department of Transporta- 
tion received around $30 
billion worth of applications 
for just the first $1 billion in 
Mega Grants being award- 
ed, spokesperson Dani Si- 
mons said. 
Another $1 billion will be 
available each of the next 
four years before the fund- 
ing runs out. Still, the first 
batch has been closely 
watched for signals about 
the administration’s prefer- 
ences. 
Jeff Davis, senior fellow at 
the Eno Center for Trans- 
portation, said it’s already 
clear that the Biden ad- 


ministration plans to direct 
a greater share of its dis- 
cretionary 
transportation 
funding to “non-highway 
projects” than the Trump 
administration did. How- 
ever, with so much more 
total infrastructure money 
to work with, Davis said, “a 
rising tide lifts all boats.” 
For example, one of the 
projects that the adminis- 
tration told Congress it had 
chosen for a Mega Grant 
will widen Interstate 10 — 
but in Mississippi, not Arizo- 
na. Davis said the depart- 
ment likely preferred the 


Mississippi project due to 
its significantly lower price 
tag. 
This year’s Mega Grants 
combine 
three 
different 
award types into a single 
application, one of which 
caters specifically to rural 
and impoverished commu- 
nities. 
Some of the winning grants 
are for bridges, while oth- 
ers are for mass transit — 
including improvements to 
Chicago’s commuter train 
system and concrete cas- 
ing for a rail tunnel in Mid- 
town Manhattan.q 


Traffic moves along the notoriously congested stretch of 
I-10 through tribal land called the Wild Horse Pass Corridor, 
Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2023 in Chandler, Ariz. 
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Puerto Rico’s southern region fights for cleaner air, water 


By DÁNICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SALINAS, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Shuttered windows are 
a permanent fixture in Sa- 
linas, an industrial town on 
Puerto 
Rico’s 
southeast 
coast that is considered 
one of the U.S. territory’s 
most 
contaminated 
re- 
gions. 
For years, toxic ash and 
noxious 
chemicals 
from 
coal-fired and thermoelec- 
tric power plants have en- 
veloped this community, 
and residents have com- 
plained about health prob- 
lems ranging from cancer 
to Alzheimer’s. 
Then last year, a bomb- 
shell: Officials with the U.S. 
Environmental 
Protection 
Agency traveled to Salinas 
to announce that the town 
also has one of the highest 
concentrations of ethylene 
oxide, a cancer-causing 
gas, in a U.S. jurisdiction. 
Puerto Rico ranks 22nd out 
of 56 U.S. states and terri- 
tories based on total man- 
aged waste released per 
square mile, at 4.2 million 
pounds. Six of the top 10 
municipalities in that cat- 
egory are in Puerto Rico’s 
southern region, with Sali- 
nas ranked sixth, according 
to data obtained from the 
EPA’s Toxics Release Inven- 
tory. 


Salinas also has one of the 
highest incidence rates of 
cancer in Puerto Rico, with 
140 cases reported in 2019, 
the newest figures avail- 
able from the island’s Cen- 
tral Registry of Cancer. Sali- 
nas has a higher rate than 
the neighboring town of 
Guayama, where cases of 
cancer and other diseas- 
es have increased since 
the coal-fired power plant 
began operating there in 
2002, said Dr. Gerson Jimé- 
nez, director of the Meno- 
nite Hospital who has testi- 
fied in public hearings and 
called for the closure of the 
plant. 
The level of contamina- 


tion has prompted the EPA 
for the first time to test air 
and groundwater in Puerto 
Rico’s 
southeast 
region, 
with Administrator Michael 
Regan saying that low- 
income communities and 
communities of color have 
suffered unjustly for de- 
cades. 
Salinas is a town of nearly 
26,000 people — of which 
28% identify as Black — 
with a median household 
income of $18,000 a year. 
More than half of its popu- 
lation is poor, according to 
the U.S. Census Bureau. 
The town is nestled be- 
tween 
the 
coal-burning 
power plant, two of the is- 


land’s largest thermoelec- 
tric plants and other indus- 
tries, including a company 
that produces thermoset 
composites, 
a 
material 
used in major appliances 
like refrigerators. That com- 
pany, IDI Caribe Inc., is the 
facility that releases the 
most emissions in Salinas, 
according to the EPA. 
Overall, styrene and eth- 
ylene oxide, a carcino- 
genic gas, are the top two 
chemicals 
released 
into 
the air and water in Salinas, 
officials say. Salinas and 
Guayama also have sulfur 
dioxide levels that exceed 
new standards. 
Meanwhile, a study by 
Puerto Rico’s Chemistry As- 
sociation published in late 
2021 found the presence of 
heavy metals linked to coal 
in potable water in Salinas. 
The amounts found did not 
exceed regulatory limits. 
Scientists doing that study 
were forced to collect sam- 
ples from individual homes 
because the government’s 
water and sewer company 
at the time blocked access 
to aquifers that residents in 
the southeast rely on, en- 
vironmental activist Víctor 
Alvarado said. Since then, 
legislators have approved 
a law that requires the 
company to provide ac- 
cess for testing.q 


A resident of Salinas, considered one of the most contaminated 
towns in Puerto Rico, waits for a meeting with U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency officials to start, Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2023 in 
Salinas, Puerto Rico. 
(AP Photo/Danica Coto). 


UK leader fires party chairman over tax bill allegations 


By Mike Fuller and Jill Law- 
less 
Associated Press 
LONDON 
(AP) 
— British 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
fired the chairman of the 
governing 
Conservative 
Party on Sunday for a “seri- 
ous breach” of ethics rules 
in failing to come clean 
about a tax dispute. 
Sunak had faced days of 
pressure to sack Nadhim 
Zahawi amid allegations he 
settled a multimillion-dollar 
unpaid tax bill while he was 
in charge of the country’s 
Treasury. 
The prime minister act- 
ed 
after 
a 
standards 
probe found Zahawi had 
breached the ministerial 
code of conduct. It said 
he had failed to disclose 
details of his dispute with 
tax authorities and the fact 
that he had paid a penalty. 


In a letter to Zahawi, Sunak 
said he had been forced to 
act to keep his promise that 
his 
government 
“would 
have integrity, professional- 
ism and accountability at 
every level.” 
In his response to Sunak, 
Zahawi pledged to sup- 
port the prime minister as 
a backbench lawmaker 
and made no reference 
to the ethics inquiry. He at- 
tacked the media — which 
first revealed his whopping 
tax bill, reported at almost 
5 million pounds ($6.2 mil- 
lion) — and claimed some 
reporting did not reflect 
“legitimate scrutiny of pub- 
lic officials.” 
Zahawi headed the U.K. 
Treasury from July to Sep- 
tember 2022 in the final 
months of Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson’s tenure, and 
was appointed Conserva- 


tive Party chairman when 
Sunak took office in Octo- 
ber. 
The investigation into Za- 
hawi by HMRC, the U.K’s 
tax office, centered around 
the sale of some 27 mil- 
lion pounds ($33.4 million) 


in shares in YouGov, an 
opinion polling firm he co- 
founded. The probe began 
in April 2021, but Zahawi 
did not declare it when he 
was appointed Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer more 
than a year later. q 


Conservative Party chairman Nadhim Zahawi leaves the 
Conservative Party head office in Westminster, central London, 
Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File) 
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China announces resumption of visas for Japanese 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — China an- 
nounced it was resum- 
ing issuing visas for Japa- 
nese travelers beginning 
Sunday, ending its nearly 
three-week suspension in 
an apparent protest of To- 
kyo’s 
tougher 
COVID-19 
entry requirements for tour- 
ists from China. 
The 
decision 
was 
an- 
nounced in a statement 
posted on the Chinese Em- 
bassy’s website. 
China stopped issuing new 
visas in Japan on Jan. 10 
in apparent retaliation for 
Tokyo’s requirement of ad- 
ditional tests for Chinese 
tourists in late December, 
ahead of Lunar New Year 
holidays. Japan cited soar- 
ing infections in China af- 
ter it abruptly eased coro- 
navirus restrictions as well 
as scarce COVID-19 data 
from Beijing. 
Japan reopened its bor- 


ders for individual tourists in 
October, allowing travelers 
with proof of vaccination 
instead of testing at airports 
unless they show symptoms. 


Burt on Dec. 30, Japan re- 
quired all travelers from Chi- 
na to show pre-departure 
negative tests and take an 
additional test upon arrival. 


China also stopped issuing 
visas to South Koreans after 
South Korea in early Janu- 
ary did the same for short- 
term travelers from China. 


Last Friday, South Korea 
said it would keep the 
measure in place through 
the end of February over 
concerns that the spread 
of COVID-19 in China may 
worsen 
following 
Lunar 
New Year travel. 
Health authorities in China 
have said infections have 
peaked but there are con- 
cerns abroad that Beijing 
was not sharing enough 
data. The latest wave of in- 
fections in Japan appears 
to be subsiding in recent 
weeks, 
with 
confirmed 
daily cases falling to about 
one-fifth of the peak in ear- 
ly January. 
Japan’s government last 
week announced plans to 
downgrade COVID-19 to 
an equivalent of seasonal 
influenza in May, a move 
that would further relax 
mask wearing and other 
preventive measures as the 
country seeks to return to 
normalcy.q 


The Chinese Embassy is pictured in Tokyo on Jan. 11, 2023. 
(Kazushi Kurihara/Kyodo News via AP, File) 


Erdogan might approve Finland’s NATO bid, ‘shock’ Sweden 


By ZEYNEP BILGINSOY 
Associated Press 
ISTANBUL (AP) — Turkey’s 
president has suggested his 
country might approve Fin- 
land’s application for NATO 
membership before taking 
any action on Sweden’s, 
while the Turkish govern- 
ment issued a travel warn- 
ing for European countries 
due to anti-Turkish demon- 
strations and what it de- 
scribed as Islamophobia. 
The travel warning pub- 
lished late Saturday fol- 
lowed demonstrations last 
weekend outside the Turk- 


ish Embassy in Sweden, 
where an anti-Islam activist 
burned the Quran and pro- 
Kurdish groups protested 
against Turkey. The events 
stiffened Turkey’s refusal so 
far to ratify Sweden’s NATO 
bid. 
Sweden and Finland ap- 
plied jointly to become 
members of the military al- 
liance, dropping their long- 
standing military nonalign- 
ment 
following 
Russia’s 
war on Ukraine. In a prere- 
corded video of an event 
released Sunday, President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in- 


dicated that Turkey might 
sign off on only Finland. 
“If needed, we could give 
a different message about 
Finland. Sweden will be 
shocked when we give the 
different message about 
Finland.” Erdogan said to a 
group of young people in 
Bilecik province. 
Turkey has accused the 
government in Stockholm 
of being too lenient toward 
groups it deems as terror 
organizations 
or 
existen- 
tial threats, including Kurd- 
ish groups. NATO requires 
unanimous approval of its 
existing members to add 
new ones, but Erdogan’s 
government has said it 
would only agree to admit 
Sweden if the country met 
its conditions. 
In its travel warning to citi- 
zens, the Turkish foreign 
ministry cited an increase 
in anti-Turkish protests by 
“groups with links to terror 
groups,” a reference to the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or 
PKK, which has waged a 
decades-long 
insurgency 
against Turkey. Along with 
Turkey, the European Union 
and United States also des- 
ignate the PKK as a terror 
group. 


Pro-Kurdish groups have 
waved the flags of the PKK 
and its affiliates during pro- 
tests in Sweden organized 
as a response to Sweden 
and Finland’s promise to 
prevent the PKK’s activities 
in their countries in order to 
gain Turkey’s approval for 
their NATO memberships. 
Erdogan said he told the 
Swedish 
prime 
minister, 
“You will extradite these 
terrorists if you really want 
to enter NATO. 
If you don’t extradite these 
terrorists, then sorry.” He 
said Turkey had provided 
a list of 120 people it wants 
extradited from Sweden, a 
demand that was part of 
a memorandum signed in 
June that averted Turkey’s 
veto of the Nordic nations’ 
joint application. 
Turkey is demanding the 
extradition of alleged PKK 
militants as well as some 
followers of Fethullah Gu- 
len, the Muslim cleric ac- 
cused of the 2016 attempt- 
ed coup. In December, the 
Swedish 
Supreme 
Court 
said the country cannot 
extradite Bulent Kenes, the 
former editor-in-chief of a 
newspaper linked to Gulen, 
angering Turkey. 


Turkey also strongly con- 
demned far-right activist 
Rasmus Paludan’s burning 
of the Quran last weekend 
in Stockholm, which he re- 
peated in Copenhagen 
Friday. Ankara summoned 
the Dutch ambassador af- 
ter another far-right activist 
tore pages of the Quran in 
the Hague. 
Following last week’s pro- 
tests, 
Erdogan 
warned 
Sweden not to expect sup- 
port for its membership bid 
for the military alliance. Tur- 
key also indefinitely post- 
poned a key meeting in 
Brussels that would have 
discussed Sweden and Fin- 
land’s NATO membership. 
The Turkish foreign ministry 
urged its citizens to take 
precautions and stay away 
from demonstration areas 
in Europe. It also said they 
should go to local authori- 
ties if they face xenopho- 
bic or racist attacks. 
In a separate advisory, the 
ministry also urged Turk- 
ish citizens to be vigilant in 
the United States in case of 
protests in response to the 
fatal beating by Memphis, 
Tennessee, police of Tyre 
Nichols, an unarmed Black 
man.q 


Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan waves to the crowd 
during a welcome ceremony in Sarajevo, Bosnia, on Sept. 6, 
2022. 
(AP Photo/Armin Durgut, File) 
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Aruba welcomes our Royal Family 


ORANJESTAD – Two weeks 
of excitement are coming 
to a climax today with the 
arrival of the royal family of 
the Kingdom of the Nether- 
lands, King Willem-Alexan- 
der, Queen Maxima, and 
crown princess Amalia. Ex- 
citement for the royal fam- 
ily’s tour of the Caribbean is 
particularly high as it marks 
the first time the Caribbe- 
an part of the kingdom is 
meeting the crown princess 
Amalia since she turned 18 
on the 7th of December 
2022. 


The historical moment be- 
gins at 10:30 with the arrival 
of the royal family at the 
Reina Beatrix airport. They 
will be touring the island on 
a jam-packed schedule full 
of activities. It is understood 
that the royal family per- 
sonally requested that the 
visit allowed them to expe- 
rience the island for them- 
selves, and this is reflected 
in the hands-on aspect of 
the visit. 


People are invited to meet 
the royal family at different 
points during the visit, and 
a large turn-out is expect- 
ed to welcome them. 


From the moment of their 
arrival, the King, Queen 
and Crown Princess will be 
heading to the Whilhelmi- 
na Park for some activities. 
Primary schools are invited 
to attend and there will be 
a military show at the park, 
after which they will walk 
to the ceremonial house 
of the Governor for a short 
meeting. Leaving the Gov- 
ernor, the royal family will 
walk to the Parliament for a 
meeting with local legisla- 
tors, and then continue on 
to the Bestuurskantoor – the 
seat of government – for a 
meeting with the Council 
of Ministers of Aruba. 
On the way there will be 
different presentations of 
art, singing and dance for 
the royal family to experi- 
ence the culture of Aruba. 
Residents and visitors alike 
are invited to be present 
along the route to give King 
Willem-Alexander, Queen 
Maxima and Princess Ama- 
lia a very warm welcome. 


Also today, in the after- 
noon, there is an activity 
in San Nicolas, where the 
royal family will be visiting 
Filomena College and will 


see an exhibition of Boy 
Ecury, Aruba’s WWII hero. 
Afterwards they will tour 
the streets of San Nicolas to 
admire some of the beau- 
tiful murals. Once again, 
our visitors are invited to be 
present and greet the royal 
family. After this there is a 
special activity prepared 
for the royal family at Nico- 
laas Store. 


Tomorrow, 31st of January, 
there will be a few smaller 
activities, and as always, 
the public is welcome to 
be present. In the morn- 
ing, Princess Amalia will visit 
Royal Aruba Aloe, and af- 
terwards the royal family 
will visit the University Aruba 
for a debate with the stu- 
dents. 


After this, the King and Prin- 
cess will head to the Frans 
Figaroa stadium while the 
Queen will visit Qredits, a 
program offering financing 
and guidance for entrepre- 
neurs. 


In the afternoon there will 
be a beautiful presentation 
of the Bon Bini Festival and 
different activities on the 
Plaza Padu in the City Cen- 


ter dedicated to the royal 
family. The night will end at 
Fort Zoutman with the royal 
family enjoying the Bon Bini 
Festival. 


On Wednesday there are 
no 
scheduled 
activities 
as Aruba will bid the royal 
family farewell and they 
will depart to continue their 
Caribbean tour in Cura- 
çao. 


For our visitors, do not miss 
this opportunity to meet the 
Royal Family of the Neth- 
erlands! The best spots to 
meet the royal family will 
be at the Whilhelmina Park, 
in San Nicolas during their 
walk, and at Plaza Padu 
and Fort Zoutman. 


King Willem-Alexander and 
Queen Maxima last visit- 
ed Aruba in May 2015, for 
the SailAruba event. The 
SailAruba event was part 
of the celebrations com- 
memorating 200 years of 
the Kingdom of the Neth- 
erlands and 350 years of 
the Marine Corps, and took 
place from 1st until the 3rd 
of May. 


About the Kingdom of the 


Netherlands 
The kingdom of the Nether- 
lands consists of four coun- 
tries: the islands of Aruba, 
Sint Maarten and Cura- 
çao, and the Netherlands 
consisting of the European 
portion and the Caribbean 
portion (which consists of 
Bonaire, Saba and Sint Eu- 
statius). 


According to the web- 
site of the Dutch govern- 
ment, the King and the 
ministers 
together 
make 
up the Government of the 
Netherlands. The ministers 
and state secretaries are 
responsible for the day-to- 
day business of govern- 
ment. On 10 January 2022 
the fourth government led 
by Mark Rutte took office. 


The Netherlands is a con- 
stitutional monarchy. This 
means that the head of 
state is a King or Queen 
whose powers are laid 
down in the Constitution. In 
the Netherlands the pow- 
ers of the monarch are ex- 
tremely limited. Under the 
Constitution, the ministers, 
and not the monarch, are 
responsible for what the 
Government does.q 
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This Modern And Excellent 
Located Condominium is 
now in Pre-Sale. 


The well known Local Devel- 
oper of Waykiri Condos and 
Wariruri Condos are now 
introducing in Aruba their 
newest Project : Walishali 


Condos Aruba, built on a 
property land and close 
to Eagle Beach, which is 
considered on of the most 
beautiful beaches in the 
world. 


Close to two mayor super- 
markets which are the Super 


Food and Ling & Sons, low 
rise hotels, high rise hotels 
and downtown, Walishali 
Condominiums offers you a 
fully 70 furnished condos 
consits of: 
A 
Fully 
Furnished 
and 
Equipped 1-2 and 3 Bed- 
rooms with High -End de- 


signs, fully equipped kitch- 
ens ,amenities and facilities. 


Large swimming pool with 
water 
fountains, 
jacuzzi, 
bbq area, gazebos, gym, 
a 
covered 
rooftop 
Sky- 
Lounge, coffeshop, deli bar 
and assigned parking spot. 


Aruba Living Today Proudly Presents: Walishali Condos Aruba 


Prices starting at USD 299.000. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to own 
a piece of Paradise!!. 


For more information contact: 
Aruba Living Today. 
Mr Randolph Arends. 
Property Mediator. 
Tanki Leendert #291. 
Cell:5939177. 
Tel/fax:5879987 
Tel:5879985 
USA#305 260 6659. 
Toll Free: 1 844 548 3863. 


Or go on our website: 
arubalivingtoday.awq 
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Congratulations Margaret and Adam! 


Our lovely visitors will be tying the knot! It is a time for 
celebration and happiness for the lovely couple here on 
Aruba, Margaret’s now fiancée Adam Towne has pro- 
posed to Maggie on our beautiful island, their story fol- 
lows below. 


Margaret shared the wonderful news with us by sending 
us the following message; 
My name is Maggie Donovan. I have been coming 
to Aruba since I was 2 months old in January 1992. My 
grandfather purchased a time share at Casa Del Mar in 
the 1980s, and since his passing my Mother and I have 
carried on the tradition of coming every January. My 
boyfriend Adam started joining me in our annual trip in 
January 2020. Despite being a healthcare worker in the 
pandemic, we haven’t missed a year. This past week, he 
surprised me, and proposed to me on Palm beach! 
My fiancés name is Adam Towne. We are from New 
Hampshire, and we are staying at Casa Del Mar. We have 


spent the past week cel- 
ebrating our engagements 
doing so many wonderful 
things in Aruba including 


Pelican Sunset Cruise, visit- 
ing Flamingo island, and 
enjoying a 6 course roman- 
tic dinner at Elements res- 


taurant on Eagle beach.” 
Congratulations 
to 
the 
wonderful couple from the 
Aruba Today Team!q 


Can I have a …, please? 


ORANJESTAD — Want to taste something different for a 
change?? How about a different breakfast from what you 
are used to at your hotel. Hop in your car, drive around 
and anywhere around the island you will come across a 
local snack shop. 


Here you will find all types of snacks loved by the locals. 
Try a pastechi, a Caribbean pastry filled with cheese or 
meat and fried up deliciously. Or perhaps you might want 
to try a croquette, a crusty little meat ball. A dedito is also 
a good option, it’s a stick made out of cheese or hotdog. 
If you want to try something more familiar go for a home- 
made hamburger or a ham and cheese toast, but with 
a local touch. All these snacks are ridiculously addictive. 
Freshen up with a delicious fruit shake (batido) made out 
of watermelon, strawberry, banana, papaya or just mix 
any fruit together. What makes these little snack shops 
more attractive is the warmth of its people and with the 
smile you are being served.q 
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Fruit Loose & Veggie Boost 


Fresh fruits make a tropical holiday’s picture complete. 
Whether you see the mango’s hanging in the trees or 
the fresh fruit cocktail on the side table of your pool bed, 
the link is there: you are in the tropics. Aruba grows her 
own fruits and veggies and there are some pretty out-of- 
space local species you may never had heard of, but re- 
ally healthy and delicious. 


Mispel 
This is a fruit with a character (5-10 cm/2-4 inches). It does 
not ripe until it is picked or falls off the tree. Mispel is hard 
with a sandpaper like texture when immature, soft and 
juicy when ripe. It's technically a berry, but contains a skin 
similar to that of a kiwi. It's grainy and sweet, with a light, 
musky flavor. The sap or gum from the tree is also a source 
of 'chicle' the original ingredient used to make chewing 
gum. Rich in tannins, antioxidants shown to contain anti- 
inflammatory compounds, and vitamin C, essential for 
healthy immune function. Season: year- round. 


Kenepa 
Ovoid green fruit that grows in bunches 
on trees up to 30m high. The fruit is relat- 
ed to the lychee and have tight, thin but 
rigid skins. Inside the skin is the tart, tangy, 
or sweet pulp of the fruit covering a large 
seed. The pulp is usually cream or orange 
colored. Kenepastrengthens the immune 
system, and prevents the reproduction of 
bacteria and viruses in the body. This fruit 
is highly recommended to treat lung in- 
fections and urinary tract infections. It also 
helps to cure insomnia and rejuvenates 
the nervous system.Season: the fruit typi- 
cally ripen during the summer. 


Druif 
There is no chance you did not bump into 
one of the sea grape trees while spending 
your vacation on Aruba. The sea grape 
plant is often used in ocean-side land- 
scaping in sandy soil right on the beach 
and it produces clusters of fruit that resem- 
ble grapes. Are sea grapes edible? Yes, 
they are. Animals enjoy sea grapes and 
humans can eat them as well, and they 
are used to make jam. They contain very 
low calories and sugar, enabling good 
bacterium to digest food and excrete 
waste quickly which is effective in prevent- 
ing constipation. Season: Sep-Oct. 


Shimaruku 
Maybe Aruba’s most popular wild fruit tree. 
You may have noticed cars at the side of 
the road and people picking those red 
berries. Well, that’s Shimaruku. The local 
habit to stop for these delicious fruits goes 
from generation to generation. Its fruit’s 
degree of sour depends on the amount of 
rain it gets. Red Shimarukus tend to taste 
better than orange. The fruit has super 
power: a true vitamin bomb. Adults only 
need to eat 3-4 of these berries to meet 
their daily recommended amount of Vita- 
min C. Season: Rainy months (Oct-Jan). 


Tamarind 
A delicious, sweet fruit that has a wide va- 


riety of uses and applications, both for me- 
dicinal and culinary purposes. It is a medi- 
um-sized bushy tree with evergreen leaves 
and fruit that develops in pods character- 
ized by long, brown shells. Inside is a sticky, 
fleshy, juicy pulp, which is the Tamarind 
fruit. Both sweet and sour in taste, the fruit 
contains a significant level of vitamin C, 
as well as vitamin E, B vitamins, calcium, 
iron, phosphorous, potassium, manga- 
nese, and dietary fiber. There are also a 
number of organic compounds that make 
tamarind a powerful antioxidant and anti- 
inflammatory agent. Season: March.q 
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Members of AHATA enjoyed presentation 
by renowned speaker Danny Bader 
During general assembly 


ORANJESTAD – AHATA had 
its annual general assem- 
bly at the Alhambra Ball- 
room with a special speak- 
er to benefit its members. 
In each general assem- 
bly, CEO and President of 
AHATA, Tisa LaSorte informs 
members of the current 
state of affairs and activities 
of the association. 


This year, AHATA has dif- 
ferent workshops planned 


for members, as well as 
awareness campaigns to 
create more knowledge in 
the community regarding 
the tourism industry. A goal 
for 2023 is to inspire more 
people to realize a career 
in Aruba’s main industry. 


Regularly, AHATA’s general 
assembly includes a speak- 
er to give a presentation on 
different topics. This time, 
AHATA invited Mr. Danny 


Bader, a renowned speak- 
er from the United States to 
do his unique presentation 
on the topic of leadership 
to the members present. 
Danny Bader’s life was 
transformed after he expe- 
rienced death and came 
back to life. Now he dedi- 
cates his time to educate 
people to invest in them- 
selves, increase focus and 
develop vision. His main 
message was for a leader 
to 
illuminate 
themselves 
and lead with four ele- 
ments spelling LOVE: Loy- 
alty, Optimism, Vision and 
Empathy. 


With 
this 
presentation, 
AHATA wants to support 
the personal development 
of the leaders of differ- 
ent businesses and to help 
them navigate the business 
expectation that is con- 
stantly changing, as well 
as to reevaluate effective 


management of personnel. 


Membership 
of 
AHATA 
consists of 145 varied com- 
panies, and the associa- 
tion represents 11,568 em- 


ployees in the workforce 
of Aruba. AHATA continu- 
ously supports the progress 
of Aruba’s tourism indus- 
try, economy and general 
wellbeing.q 


Today: Special organ concert for children and adults by Gabriel Dessauer 


ORANJESTAD – Today at 
4pm there is a special 
concert at the Protestant 
Church in the city center in 
Oranjestad: An hour of Ba- 
roque and Romantic music 
presented by the famous 
organist 
and 
composer, 
Gabriel Dessauer on the fa- 
mous Flentrop organ. 


Gabriel Dessauer, organist 
and director 
Gabriel 
Dessauer 
(1955) 
is an organist, singer and 
academic. He was respon- 
sible for the sacred music in 
St. Bonifacious, a church in 
Wiesbaden between 1981 
and 2021. He also directed 
the choir of St. Bonifacious 
until 2018. Gabriel is a world 
renowned organ recitalist. 
He was organ professor at 
the faculty of the conserva- 
torium of music of Magnu- 
cia. In 1985, he founded the 
gold of the German-English 
project, Reger-Chroir. He 
participated in internation- 
al conferences and con- 
gresses, especially regard- 
ing the music of composer 
Max Reger. 


Dessauer gave recitals in 
Europe and the United 
States at the National Ca- 
thedral in Washington and 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
in New York. He interpret- 
ed the Kotzchmar organ 
at the Merrill Auditorium in 


Portland, maine and at the 
cathedral Our Lady of the 
Angels in Los Angeles. 


In 2004, he gave a lecture 
during the National Con- 
vention of the American 
Guild of Organists in Los 


Angeles on the choir music 
of Max Reger. In 2005, Des- 
sauer played at the Spreck- 
els Organ Pavillion in San 
Diego. In 2010, he gave a 
recital at St. Ingatius Loyola 
in New York. 


Since 1992, Dessauer con- 
ducted events part of the 
Rheingau Music Festival, 
called the organ tour, visit- 
ing historical organs in the 
region, from Rheingau to 
the cathedrals in Worms, 
Speyer, Wurzburg and Ful- 
da. 


In 2014, Dessauer toured in 
the United States, present- 
ing concerts in Washington 
National Cathedral, in St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in San 
Francisco, California, and 
at the organ in Salt Lake 
Tabernacle in Salt Lake 
City. 
In November 2015, Des- 
sauer was the organist for a 
singing event organized by 
the Dioceses of Limburg in 
St. Bonifatius. A choir con- 
sisting of 150 volunteers 
studied Gabriel Faure’s Re- 
quiem and presented their 


part during the Wiesbad- 
ener Bachwochen festival. 


The Protestant Church of 
Aruba is honored to have 
Gabriel Dessauer give a 
beautiful concert in Oran- 
jestad, Aruba. 
Entrance for this concert 
is 
completely 
free. 
The 
church is an open place for 
prayer and worship, spe- 
cially a place of worship for 
visitors, tourists, and citizens 
of Aruba. 
The 
church 
is 
located 
on 
Whilheliminastraat 
1, 
Oranjestad.q 
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Elon Musk’s mysterious ways on display 
in Tesla tweet trial 


By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Elon Musk’s enigmatic per- 
sonality and unconvention- 
al tactics are emerging as 
key exhibits in a trial revolv- 
ing around one of his most 
polarizing pursuits — tweet- 
ing. 
The trial, centered on a pair 
of tweets announcing Musk 
had obtained the money 
to take Tesla private in 
2018, reeled the 51-year- 
old billionaire into a federal 
courtroom in San Francisco 
for three days of testimony 
that opened a peephole 
into his often inscrutable 
mind. 
Musk, who now owns the 
Twitter service that he de- 
ploys as his megaphone, 
was often a study in con- 
trasts during his roughly 
eight hours on the stand. 
The CEO of the electric 
carmaker is facing a class- 
action lawsuit filed on be- 
half of Tesla shareholders 
after Musk tweeted about 
a company buyout that 
didn’t happen. 
Through both his testimony 
and the evidence submit- 
ted around it, Musk came 
across as impetuous, brash, 
combative and contemp- 
tuous of anyone who ques- 
tioned his motives as a 
game-changing entrepre- 
neur who has inspired com- 
parisons to Apple’s late co- 
founder, Steve Jobs. 
At other times, Musk sound- 
ed like the savvy visionary 
that his supporters hail him 
to be — an intrepid rebel 
who by his own estimates 
has raised more than $100 
billion from investors. They 
have been richly reward- 
ed from his leadership of 
pioneering companies that 
include PayPal in digital 
payments, Tesla in electric 
vehicles and SpaceX in 


rocket ships. 
“It is relatively easy for me 
to get investment support 
because my track record 
is extremely good,” Musk 
wryly observed. 
But his confidence in his 
ability to get the money he 
wants to pursue his plans 
is one reason he found 
himself in court. The three- 
week trial is set to resume 
Tuesday and head for jury 
deliberations by Friday. 
PLANTING THE SEEDS 
Evidence and testimony 
have shown Musk had 
started to mull taking Tes- 
la private in 2017 so he 
wouldn’t have to hassle 
with the headaches and 
distractions that accom- 
pany running a publicly 
traded company. 
After a July 31, 2018, meet- 
ing with a top representa- 
tive from Saudi Arabia’s 
sovereign 
wealth 
fund, 
Musk sent a letter to Tesla’s 
board outlining why he 
wanted to take the auto- 
maker private at a price 
of $420 per share — about 
20% above its stock price at 
the time. 
Musk was serious enough 
that he had already dis- 
cussed the pros and cons 
with Michael Dell, who had 
gone through the public- 


to-private transition in 2013 
when he led a $25 billion 
buyout of the personal 
computer company bear- 
ing his name, according to 
trial evidence. 
THE TROUBLESOME TWEETS 
The crux of the case hing- 
es on an Aug. 7, 2018, 
tweet in which Musk de- 
clared “funding secured” 
to take Tesla private. Musk 
abruptly posted the tweet 
minutes before boarding 
his private jet after being 
alerted that the Financial 
Times was about to publish 
a story that Saudi Arabia’s 
Public 
Investment 
Fund 
had spent about $2 billion 
buying a 5% stake in Tesla 
to diversify its interests be- 
yond oil, according to his 
testimony. 
Amid widespread confu- 
sion about whether Musk’s 
Twitter account had been 
hacked or he was joking, 
Musk followed up a few 
hours later with another 
tweet suggesting a deal 
was imminent. 
Musk defended the initial 
tweet as a well-intentioned 
move to ensure all Tesla in- 
vestors knew the automak- 
er might be on its way to 
ending its then-eight-year 
run as a publicly held com- 
pany. 
“I had no ill motive,” Musk 
testified. “My intent was 
to do the right thing for all 
shareholders.” 
Guhan 
Subramanian, 
a 
Harvard University business 
and law professor hired as 
an expert for shareholder 
lawyers, 
derided 
Musk’s 
method for announcing a 
potential buyout as an “ex- 
treme outlier” fraught with 
potential conflicts.q 


Elon Musk leave the Phillip Burton Federal Building and United 
States Court House in San Francisco, Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2023.. 
(AP Photo/ Benjamin Fanjoy) 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 
San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Professional Unisex 
Massage 
do you want to be in good 
hands to relax your body 
mind and activate your energy? 
Pls call +297 - 562 6172 / 
+ 297 741 1423 
appoinment hours 9 am / 7 pm 


_______________________________216262 


Biden, McCarthy to discuss debt limit in talks on Wednesday 


By HOPE YEN and 
ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON 
(AP) 
— 
House Speaker Kevin Mc- 
Carthy said Sunday he is 
looking forward to discuss- 
ing with President Joe Biden 
a “reasonable and respon- 
sible way that we can lift 
the debt ceiling ” when 
the two meet Wednesday 
for their first sit-down at the 
White House since McCar- 
thy was elected to the post. 
McCarthy, R-Calif., said he 
wants to address spending 
cuts along with raising the 
debt limit, even though the 
White House has ruled out 
linking those two issues to- 
gether as the government 
tries to avoid a potentially 
devastating financial de- 
fault. 
Asked whether he would 
make a guarantee, Mc- 
Carthy said, “There will not 
be a default,” though he 
suggested that declaration 
depended on the willing- 
ness of Biden and Demo- 
crats to negotiate. 
The White House on Sunday 
confirmed 
Wednesday’s 
meeting on “a range of is- 
sues.” It said Biden looked 
forward to “strengthening 
his 
working 
relationship” 
with McCarthy and to ask- 
ing about the speaker’s 
plan on spending, not- 
ing that the first House bill 
passed by Republicans this 
year to slash IRS funding 
would ultimately increase 
the deficit. 
McCarthy 
was 
elected 
speaker on a historic post- 


midnight 15th ballot early 
on Jan. 7, overcoming 
holdouts from his own ranks 
and tensions that have 
tested the new GOP major- 
ity ability to govern. 
Word of the long-await- 
ed White House meeting 
comes at a time of divided 
government in Washington 
with a debt ceiling crisis 
brewing and House Repub- 
licans ready for confronta- 
tion. 
McCarthy has been eager 
to push Biden to the ne- 
gotiating table, hoping to 
make good on the prom- 
ises the GOP leader made 
to holdouts during his cam- 
paign to become speaker 
to pare federal spending 
back to 2022 budget levels, 
which would be a sizable 
8% budget cut. 
The White House has made 
clear that Biden is not will- 
ing to entertain policy con- 
cessions in exchange for 


lifting the debt limit, which 
is the nation’s borrowing 
authority. The United States 
bumped up against that 


limit earlier this month, and 
the Treasury Department 
has deployed 
On Sunday, when Mc- 
Carthy was asked if he 
would push cuts to those 
programs, he said, “Let’s 
take those off the table.” 
Pressed on possible de- 
fense cuts that he may 
have promised to House 
conservatives, 
McCarthy 
responded: “I want to elim- 
inate waste wherever it is. 
... I want to look at every 
single department.”q 
President Joe Biden, right, speaks at the top of a meeting with 
congressional leaders to discuss legislative priorities for the rest 
of the year, Nov. 29, 2022, in the Roosevelt Room of the White 
House in Washington. 
(AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File) 
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Shakira’s Super Bowl outfits, lyrics coming to Grammy Museum 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Shaki- 
ra’s two outfits worn during 
a Super Bowl halftime per- 
formance, her handwritten 
lyrics and her heavily crys- 
talized electric guitar are 
among the items that will 
be on display for a museum 
exhibit in Los Angeles. 
The Grammy Museum an- 
nounced Thursday that the 
multi-Grammy winner will 
have her first exhibit open- 
ing on March 4. The exhibit 
called “Shakira, Shakira: 
The Grammy Museum Ex- 
perience” will feature 40 
artifacts from her personal 
archive in the museum’s 
permanent Latin music gal- 
lery. 
The museum exhibit will 
explore 
Shakira’s 
musi- 
cal evolution, from her 
origin as a Latin performer 
in Colombia to reaching 
global 
superstardom 
as 
a multi-genre performer, 
who spans several genres 


including bachata, rock, 
Bhangra and reggaetón. 
“It’s an honor to have the 


journey of my career dis- 
played at the Grammy 
museum,” Shakira said in a 


statement. “These pieces 
are a testament to so many 
indelible moments that I 


cherish, and I’m so happy 
to be able to relive these 
memories with those who 
have and continue to sup- 
port me as an artist.” 
Shakira’s 
electric 
guitar 
that’s covered in 70,000 
black crystals and acous- 
tic guitar used for songwrit- 
ing will be displayed. Other 
items include her outfits 
from her El Dorado tour in 
2018 and the leaf-covered 
bikini she wore on the “Oral 
Fixation, Vol. 2” album in 
2005. 
“Shakira is the rare super- 
star who has discovered a 
way to keep evolving as 
an artist while growing her 
expansive audience along 
with her,” said Jasen Em- 
mons, the chief curator 
and vice president of cura- 
torial affairs at the Grammy 
Museum. “She’s a serious 
student of music, and the 
Grammy Museum is excit- 
ed to offer a dynamic ex- 
hibit that reflects her intel- 
ligence and artistry.”q 


This combination of photos shows Shakira performing during the halftime show at the NFL Super 
Bowl 54 football game between the San Francisco 49ers and Kansas City Chiefs', on Feb. 2, 2020, 
in Miami Gardens, Fla. 
(AP Photo) 


’24,′ ‘Runaways’ actor Annie Wersching has died at 45 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
(AP) - Actor Annie Wersching, best 
known for playing FBI agent Re- 
nee Walker in the series “24” and 
providing the voice for Tess in the 
video game “The Last of Us,” has 
died. She was 45. 
Wersching passed away Sunday 
morning in Los Angeles following 
a battle with cancer, her publicist 
told The Associated Press. The type 
of cancer was not specified. 
Neil Druckmann, who created 
“The Last of Us,” wrote on Twitter 
that “We just lost a beautiful art- 
ist and human being. My heart is 


shattered. Thoughts are with her 
loved ones.” 
Actor Abigail Spencer, who ap- 
peared with Wersching on the sci- 
fi series “Timeless,” tweeted, “We 
love you Annie Wersching. You will 
be deeply missed.” 
Born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, 
Wersching appeared on dozens of 
television shows over the course of 
her two-decade career. 
Her first credit was in “Star Trek: 
Enterprise,” and she would go on 
to have recurring roles in the sev- 
enth and eighth seasons of “24,” 
“Bosch,” “The Vampire Diaries,” 
Marvel’s “Runaways,” “The Rook- 


ie” and, most recently, the second 
season of “Star Trek: Picard” as the 
Borg Queen. 
She also provided the voice and 
motion capture performance for 
Tess for the popular video game 
“The Last of Us.” 


Wershing was diagnosed with 
cancer in 2020, according to 
Deadline, and continued working. 
She’s survived by her husband, ac- 
tor Stephen Full, and three sons. A 
GoFundMe page was set up Sun- 
day to support the family.q 
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Novak Djokovic claims 10th Australian Open title, 22nd Slam 


By Howard Fendrich 
Associated Press 
MELBOURNE, 
Australia 
(AP) — Novak Djokovic 
climbed into the Rod Laver 
Arena stands to celebrate 
his 10th Australian Open 
championship and record- 
tying 22nd Grand Slam title 
Sunday and, after jumping 
and pumping his fists with 
his team, he collapsed 
onto his back, crying. 
When he returned to the 
playing surface, Djokovic 
sat on his sideline bench, 
buried his face in a white 
towel and sobbed some 
more. 
This trip to Australia was far 
more successful than that 
of a year ago — when he 
was 
deported 
because 
he was not vaccinated 
against COVID-19 — al- 
though difficult in its own 
ways: a bad hamstring; 
some off-court tumult in- 
volving 
his 
father. 
Yet 
Djokovic 
accomplished 
all he could have possibly 
wanted in his return: He re- 
sumed his winning ways at 
Melbourne Park and made 
it back to the top of tennis, 
declaring: “This probably 
is the, I would say, biggest 
victory of my life.” 
Only 
briefly 
challenged 
in the final, Djokovic was 
simply better at the most 
crucial moments and beat 
Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-3, 7-6 
(4), 7-6 (5). As a bonus, 
Djokovic will vault from No. 
5 to No. 1 in the ATP rank- 
ings, a spot he already has 
held for more weeks than 
any other man. 
“This has been one of the 
most challenging tourna- 
ments I’ve ever played in 
my life, considering the cir- 
cumstances. Not playing 
last year; coming back this 
year,” Djokovic said, wear- 
ing a zip-up white jacket 
with a “22” on his chest. 
“And I want to thank all the 
people that made me feel 
welcome, made me feel 
comfortable, to be in Mel- 
bourne, to be in Australia.” 
there in the Open era, 
which dates to 1968. He 
adds trophy No. 10 to the 
seven from Wimbledon, 
three from the U.S. Open — 
where he also was absent 
last year because of no 
coronavirus shots — and 
two from the French Open, 


to match rival Rafael Nadal 
for the most by a man. 
Only two women — Marga- 
ret Court, with 24, and Ser- 
ena Williams, with 23 — are 
ahead of him. This was also 
the 93rd ATP tour-level title 
for Djokovic, breaking a tie 
with Nadal for the fourth- 
most. “I would like to thank 
you for pushing our sport so 
far,” Tsitsipas told Djokovic. 
“He is the greatest,” Tsit- 
sipas said, “that has ever 
held a tennis racket.” 
Djokovic was participat- 
ing in his 33rd major final, 
Tsitsipas in his second — 
and the 24-year-old from 
Greece also lost the other, 
at the 2021 French Open, 
to Djokovic. 
On a cool evening under a 
cloud-filled sky, and with a 
soundtrack of chants from 
supporters of both men 


prompting repeated pleas 
for quiet from the chair um- 
pire, Djokovic was superior 
throughout, especially so in 
the two tiebreakers. 
“Very emotional for us. 
Very emotional for him,” 
said 
Djokovic’s 
coach, 
Goran Ivanisevic. “It’s a 
great achievement. It was 
a really tough three weeks 
for him. He managed to 
overcome everything.” 
Djokovic acknowledged all 
of the issues created strain 
for him. “It took an enor- 
mous amount of mental 
and emotional energy,” 
Djokovic said, “to really 
keep it tight, keep my fo- 
cus.” 
Keep in mind: It’s not as 
though 
Tsitsipas 
played 
all that poorly, other than 
a rash of early miscues 
that seemed to be more 


a product of tension than 
anything. It’s that Djokovic 
was too unyielding. Too 
accurate with his strokes, 
making merely 22 unforced 


errors, 20 fewer than his foe. 
Too speedy and flexible on 
the run (other than when, 
moving to his left, Djokovic 
took a tumble).q 


Novak Djokovic of Serbia kisses the Norman Brookes Challenge 
Cup after defeating Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece in the men's 
singles final at the Australian Open tennis championship in Mel- 
bourne, Australia, Sunday, Jan. 29, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Aaron Favila) 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


